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GERMAN LLSTTANIA
OFFER IS ACCEPTED
- WITHRESERVATIONS

United States Still Insists
Armed Ships Be Warned
Pending Adjustment.

CONCEDES THAT GUNS
MUST BE FOR DEFENSE

Would Leave Determination of “De-
, fensive Armament” to Inter-
national Tribunal.

TEUTONS MAY XNOT AGREE
State Department Points Out to Am-
bassador von Bernstorff That Ber-
lin Attitude Must Be Governed
Partially by Allies,

Secretary Lansing today ac-
cepted the Lusitania agreement
as acceptable to the United
States in so far as it relates to that
case, but asked Count von
Bernstorff, the German ambassa-
dor, for assurances that Germany
will not carry its policy of sink-
ing merchant ships without warn-
ing to liners, even if they carry
defensive armament.

The question of what consti-
tutes defensive armament is to be
determined later, in a way not yet
agreed upon. It is suggested that
the United States may propos€]
that guns mounted on the stern
of ships and capable of being
swung from fifteen to thirty de-
grees in either direction might
come within that class.

Germany May Not Agree.

It- was stated authortatively
that Germany, because of its un-
‘uswal position,  cannot and will
not accept the suggestion of the
United States as it now stands
that liners carrying arms shall be
immune from attack under previ-

O11S assurances.

Secretary Lansing explained fully to
the ambassador the position of the United
States in the light of the new develop-
ments and is understood to have told him
that while Germany's position is recog-
nized as well founded, the United States
must insist that Germany conform all her
practices to international law, inasmuch
as the entente allies have declined to make
any changes.

The Lusitania agreement will be kept
¥ Secretarv Lansing and later will be
published with the assurances which the
I'nited States hopes to receive from Ger-

many covering 'be points brought up by
the new submurine campaign

Embodijed in Beparate Note.

The new assurances, if they are given,
would be embodied in a separate note.
Meanwhile, it was said the United
States would make efforts to have the
entente allies agree not to put guns
of any kind on passenger-caryying
liners., and in turn would expect as-
surances from Germany for their
safety.

It was understood that the principal
ohjection by the United States to ac-
cepting the Lusitania agreement as
governing the future was that it mere-
1¥ referred to the assurances previous-
ly given that unresisting liners would
not be sunk without warning, but did
not actually embody or reiterate them.

Ambassador von Bernstorff, when he
returned to his embassy, sent a long
dispatch to his government setting
forth fully the poeition of the United
Btates as Bectetary Lansing had out-
lined it to him.

Will Btudy the Appendices.

Secretary Lansing said today that be-
fore the Etate Department came to a
conclusion on the effect of the new
submarine announcement it wanted to
astudy the appendices attached to the
notifiration which were rnmlni by
mail. The appendices contain defcrip-
tions of allegea attacks on submarines
by merchant ships and a copy of the
so-called secret British admirslty in-
structions 1o mastera to destroy sub-
marines when possible.

The department wants to examine
the appendices_ also in relation to as-
surances given to the United States
by the entente allies that liners sall-
ing from American ports would dis-
meuant thelr guns.

German officlals here came to the
conclusion today that the State Depart-
ment considere that their new memo-
randum has upset to some extent the
guestion of reprisals in the war zone
sbout the British Isles and also that of
cruiser warfare in the North sea.
American offictals expressed
pinion that the submarine
cerey wilth Germany cannot be closed
until assurances are given that the
safely of neutrals and non-combatants
at pea has not been altered by the
latest Germanic declarations. They
fear that the United States is confront-
od with a long seriex of diplomatiy ex-
changes, and state that the situation
is where it was several weeks ago,
when it was described as “grave."

Unable to Grasp U. 8. Attitude.

German diplomatie circles here seem
to be unuble to understand the attitude
of the State Department. It was in-
sizted that the German and the Aus-
trian memoranda regarding the intem-
tion te sink armed merchant ship: were
prompted by the American memoran-
dum, and that had not the latter been
issued the central powers never would
have made their announcement.

Germany embassy officials declared
they could not understand why the sit-
uatiop should be disturbed, because
they understood the Lusitania negotia-
tlons all along were conducted as ap-

rlﬂns 10 unarmed ships. It was estab-

the

L contro-

lished after the sinking that the Lusi-
tania bore no armament.

.There is no indication that the in-
structions under which American port
authorities are operating will be
changed in the immediate future. The
recent American circular note to the
entente powers proposing disarmament
of merchant ghips is not regarded by
State Department officials as in any
way involving an abandonment by the
United States of its contention that the
belligerents should adhere to exlsting
orinciples of international law in sub-
marine warfare,

PROTESTSPOIR
T0 WHTE HOUSE

Hundreds of Telegrams From
All Over Country Denounce
Power Plant Site.

FIGHT WILL BE PRESSED
BY SENATOR NEWLANDS

To Push His Resolution to Prevent
Construction—New York Artists
to Voice Protest.

Hundreds of telegrams from all over
the country, from organizations of
artists, architects and individuals, are
being received at the White House and
by prominent members of Congress
protesting asgainst the location of the
central heat, light and power plant at
14th and Water streets southwest. This
is part of a nation-wide campaign
against the proposed location.

Senator Newlands says he has by no
means abandoned the fight to prevent
the construction of the proposed gov-
ernment central power plant, and that
he intended to ask the Senate library
committee to report favorably his reso-
lution now pending before the com-
mittee which would prevent the con-
struction of the plant until the plans
had been approved by the fine arts
commission and the President.

Senator Newlands is in New Haven to
address the New Haven Chamber of
j.Commerce. As smoon as he returns he

proposes to seek action on his
plant resolution.

New York Artists to Protest.

Sixteen socletles in the Fine Arts
Federation of New York are to meet
next Wednesday night to draft resolu-
tions of protest and to organize for
participation in & nation-wide cam-
paign in support of the fine arts com-
mission, which has sent in official rec-
ommendationa to the Treasury Depart-
ment against The proposed location on
the water front.

One of the messages of protest re-

ceived at the White House is from
Richerd H. Hi president of the New
York Chapter of the American Institute
of Architects.
“] expressed my views in the strong-
est terms possible,” said Mr. Hunt. "I
think the plant is an outrage, and I
said s0 in the telegram. They are plan-
ning & great boulevard system along
the river front in Washington, and the
power house, if completed, will stand
almost in the middle of it. 1 sincerely
hope it will not be allowed.”

The notice of the meeting of the Fine
Arts Federation of New York was sent
out vesterday to every representative
entitled to attend. It was announced
also that a meeting had been held in
New York by the National Sculpture
Soclety Tueaday night, at which its del-
egates to the Fine Arts Federation
were instructed to join in the protest.

“S8uch glant chimney stacks, erected
on the site selected, would be a disas-
ter,” said Daniel C. French, honorary
president of the National Sculpture So-
ciety, who preceded Herbert Adamsa as
a member of the federal commission of
fine arts. *“I am thoroughly in sym-
pathy with the protest against them."

To Urge Nation-Wide Protest.

Augustus Lukeman, one of those who
voted to call the Fine Arts Federation
together, announced that he would do
all in his power to stir up a nation-
wide campalgn against the power house
on the site selected for it.

“Italy, before the war, enjoved a
yearly income of $50,000,000 from tour-
ists who visited the country to see its
beautiful buildings and art treasures,”
he said. “Frapce had a yearly revenue
from similar gfources of $150.000,000.

“A great many millionge will also be
spent by Pperspns eager to see the
beauties of Washington, but certainly
not to see & power house on what is
intended to be a fine boulevard, and
located In the immediate vicinity of the
Washington Monument. This whole
thing Ils a shame and a disgrace. The
work on the building should he stopped
by all means, If there iz any way to
do it.”

Several engineers interviewed re-
nawed the suggestion that a way out
of the difficulty could be found by en-
larging the Capitol power plant.

“It would not cost as much to enlarge
the power pilant sufficiently te meet all
needs as it would to put to the system
proposed opposite East P rk,”
one of them asserted.

“There are several other plans, all of
which could be mubstituted for the one
that has aroused so much discussion. 1
don’t see why the adminlstration insists
on it.”

REVEALS COST OF WAR
TO CHIEF BELLIGERENTS

LONDON, February 17.—The chan-
cellor of the exchequer, Reginald Mec-
Kenna, has announced that the Brit-
ieh national debt at the end of the
financial year, March 31, wil] be*£2,-
200,000,000.

Germany's Eross war expenditure to
the end of 1%15 was more than £1,500,-
000,000.

Uredits voted hy France bhetween the
outbreak of the war to the end of De-
cember, 1915, were about £1,7240,000,000,
and for the first quarter of 19216, £300,-
920,000,

MURDERER NOW IN TRENCHES.

Head of Baff Assassins Corporal in
Italian Army.

NEW YORK. February 17.—The chief
accomplice and paymaster of the gang
who murdered Barnet Baff, the inde-
pendent pouliry dealer who was shot,
it i# alleged, at the Instigation of hin
compelitors November 24, 1914, is now
serving as a corporal in the Italian
army, District Attorney Swann an-
nounces,

District Attorney Swann will c¢om-
municate with the State Department at
Washington and ask that arrange-
ments be sought with the Italian gov-
ernment to have the man returned to
the United Blates.

power |-

CUTINTHERATES
FOR TAX SERVCE

Terminal Company Voluntarily
Lops $10,000 From lts
Yearly Revenues.

SCHEDULE OF CHARGES
GETS COMMISSION’S 0. K.

Ten Per Cent Profit Figured, Not
Cotinting Commissions Paid
to Hotels.

Reduced rates for taxi service were
announced by the Terminal Taxicab
Company. They have received the ap-
proval of the public utilitles commis-
sion and will become operative April 1.

This is the second instance of a vol-
untary reduction of rates being made
by a local public utility on the basis of
the valuation of its property as estab-
lished by the public utillties commis-
sion. The first came of this character
was the reeent reduction of certain
telephone rates, the property of the
telephone company being the first to
be valued by the commission.

1t is estimated that the action of the

Terminal Taxicab Company will result
in reducing its gross revenues nearly
$10,000 a year.
The company's present rates, one to
five passengers, are 50 cents for the
first half mile and 10 cents for each
quarter of a mile thereafter.

Schedule of New Rates.

The new rates for metered eervice
will be: For omne passenger, 30 cents
for the first half mile, and 10 cents
for each quarter mile thereafter, and
20 cents additional per trip for each
of the second and third passengers,
and no additional charge for passen-
gers above three,

In accepting the new schedules the
commission ruled that the payment by
taxicab companies of commissions to
hotele, clubs, etc.,, on business obtained
through such establishments is not a
proper operating expense in computing
net earnings for rate making purposes.

The value of the property of the
Terminal Taxieab Company, as estab-
lished by the commission April 2, 1915,
is $225,000. This value brought up to
date Is given at $276,500. The commis-
sion states that of this amount $261,244
represents the fair value assignable to
public service business, and that rec-
ords kept by the utility company In
question ehow that the new rates prob-
ably will produce a return of 10 per
cent on this amount.

Ten Per Cent Fair Return.

The commission has Informed the
company it is of the opinion that 10
per cent Is a fair and reasonable rate
of return for this class of business,
due to the fact that the taxicab busi-
ness is comparatively new, and its
future therefore not 30 certain as older
classes of public service, and due to the
further fact that the records show that
it is subject to wide variations in vol-
ume of business resulting from finan-
cial and other conditions.

According to flgures made public by
the commission, the company's gross
revenues under the present rates for
the fiscal vear ended September 30,
1915, amounted to $225,842.14. It is
estimated that the new rates will pro-
duce a gross revenue of $216,300, or a
reduction in gross revenue of 4 1-5
per cent.

Btatement by Commission.

The commission’'s statement

tinues:

“Figuring the commissions paid out
by the company as a part of the
operating expenses, the company's re-
turn under the present rates (gross
revenue less operating expenses and
taxes) amounted to $16,667.19, a return
of 6.37 per cent on the falr value of
the company. It is estimated that the
company's return under the new rates
will amount to $7.800,000, a return of
23 per cent on the falr value of the
company.

“Excluding commissions from operat-
ing expenses, the company's return
under the present rates amounted to
$36,945.20, a return of 141 per cent on
the fair value of the company. It is
estimated that the company's return
under the new rates will amount to
$27,400.00, a return of about 10 per
cent on the fair value of the company.”

With the object of reducing rates, the
company, according 1o statements by
its officers today, began last May to
keep tratfic statistics, segregating the
number of trips and the revenues
therefrom, with one, two, three, four
and five passengers, respectively, per

trip.
Three Plans Proposed.

After testing different rates by the
statistice complled, the company pro-
posed three plans to the commiasion.
The first plan is the one that has been
accepted. The other two called for 30
centa for the first half mile and 10 cents
per each quarter of a mile thereafter
for one passenger, with 20 cents addi-
tional per trip for each of the second,
third and fourth passengers, and the
samhe addltlonal charge for each of the
second, third, fourth and fifth passen-
Bers.

The company looked with most favor
on the scheme which the commisaion
has adopted, although the loss In reve-
nue under the other plans, it was
stated, would have hbeen less.

According to officials of the company,
the new rates are based on the theory
that the thing most desired In taxi
service is a reduction in the cost of the
service of one-passenger traveling
alone. While the loss in revenue un-
der the new rates, it Is atated, will be
approximately $10,000 a year, the com-
pany expecta that the reduction will
stimulate additional business.

It ia understood that the Federal
Taxi Company will also reduce its fares
as 200N as its meters can be adjusted.

AUSTRIAN NOTICE RECEIVED.

State Deparfment Gets Data in Re-
gard to Armed Merchant Ships.

Thé Austran notce of intention to
treat armed belligerent merchant ships
as subject to attack without warning
was received today by the State De-
partment from Ambassador Penfleld, in
Vienna. It is dated February 10 and

ir In line with the German declaration
on the same subject, already published.
Its text was published in The Star
last week.

100 Per Cent Dividend Declared.
DETROIT, February 17.—The direc-
tors of the Continental Motor Manu-
facturing Company have Increased the

capital stock of the compa from
$2,000,000 o $5,000,000. A stock dlvi-

con-

idend of 109 per cent was declared.

\ |
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PAYNE OR DELAND
MAY GO IN CABINET

President Said to Be Hunting
Middle West Lawyer for
Secretary of War.

LIST OF CANDIDATES
FOR ASSISTANT GROWS

Bibb Graves of Alabama and Law-
rence Young of North Caro-
lina Are Suggested.

Whatever progress President Wilson
is making toward selecting a Secretary
of War is under cover, and at the White
House today there were no hints as to
the probable nominee. As the President
is hunting a first-clase lawyer from the
middle west, there have been added to
the list of names he |8 supposed to bs
consldering those of John Barton Payne
of Chicago, and Frederic A. Delano, also
of Chicago, viee governor of the fed-
eral reserve hoard.

Candidates for assistant secretary of
war continued to be laid before the
President. Senatorz Underwood” and
Bankhead and members of the House
from Alabama called on the President
today amd recommended Bibb Graves,

chairman of the democratic executive
committes of Alabama, former adjutant
general of Alabama. Senators Simmons
and Overman rcalled to recommend the
nomination of Lawrence Young, adju-
tant general of the North Carolina Na-
tional Guard. The North Carolina sen-
ators also told the President that they
hoped he would make no engagement
that will prevent his going to Char-
lotte, N. ., May 20, to attend the an-
nual Mecklenburg celebration. He is
later on to be formally invited to speak
at this celebration.

Boost Representative Edwards.

Representatives Walker and Bell of
Georgia urged the President to nomi-
nate Representative Edwards of Geor-

Why
You Are
Robbed

ID you know, Madam, that
¥you are the burglar's
best friend? |

You're always careful

to carry your money in
your hand where he can reach It
without straining himself.

You leave a note for him under
the door mat, telling him just
where to find the key.

You pull down the front shades
when you are going out so as to
| signal to him that the housa (s

empty.

Read “Why You Are Robbed.”
by Commissioner Woods of the
New York police. Tt tells you what
to do and what not to do.

In the next

Sunday Magazine

Of The

Sunday Star

Mementos of George Was]:u'ngton
and Mount Vernon

For years they have been treasured by a Vir- {
ginian who is fifth in direct descent from Maj. Law-
rence Lewis and his wife, Nellie Custis. For the first
time photographs and.descriptions of them will be

published.
Sunday Star.

Read this important article in The

gia to the vacancy on the Court of
Claima bench.

Representative Adamson of Georgia
conferred with the President about leg-
islation before the Mouse committee
on interstate and forelgn commerce, of
which Mr. Adamson is chairman. Mr.
Adamson told the President that his
committee is clearing up its work as
fast as possaible.

Senator Kern asked the President to
speak in Indlanapolis March 1 at a
religious gathering there. Representa-
tive Carlin talked with the Presldent
for a short time.

Senator Wadsworth digcussed a court-
martial case with the President, seek-
ing clemency for a constituent.

EIGHT ENEMY ATTACKS
REPULSED BY AUSTRIANS

Hard Fighting Reported at Jave-
reck—Italians Also Claim
Successes.

VIENNA, via London, February 17.—
An Austrian official statement, issued
under date of February 16, announces
that the elghth attack by Italian out-
posts on the Austro-Hungarian posi-
tions on Javereck was repulsed. The
statement adds that the ground in
front of the Austrian positions in the
Rembon district is covered with Itallan
dead. The atatemnent says:

“Artillery encounters continue on the
coast district adjoining a portion of
the Carnian front. In the Doberto sec-
tor mine-throwing and hand-grenade
battles are In progress.

“On Javereck the Itallan outposts for
the eighth time were repellad.

“The space before our new position
in the Rombon district is covered with
enemy dead.”

Italian Communication.

ROME, February 17.—The following
official communication was issued to-
day:

“In the Tofano zone our artillery ef-
fectively shelled detachment of enemy

troops and machine gun emplacements.
In the Sesbach valley our activity
crented great alarm in the enemy’'s line.

“In the Rombon zone the enemy yes-
terday morning attempted a fresh at-
tack on our positions, but was promptly
repulsed.

“Hostile aeroplanes have dropped
some bombs on inhabited places in the
plains between the Natisone and Isoffsg.
There were no victims and the material
damage was trifling.”

KAISER WILL OFFER HUGE
LOAN TO RUMANIA

LONDON, February 17.— A Berlin
dispatch, according to the Copenhagen
correspondent of the Morning Post,
says that the Duke of Mecklenberg has
left for Bucharest as the German em-
peror's envoy to offer Rumania a loan
of £12,000,000.

ZEPPELIN IS WRECKED
IN HOLLAND.BY STORM

LONDON, February 17.—A Rotterdam
dispatch to the Daily Mail says that
during yesterday's storm a Zeppelin
was blown mdrift, apparently from Bél-
gium, and wrecked at Blerik, near
Venlo, wherpit was geized and interned
by the aut 3

ESCAPE DEATHASCARS
ALLDOWN STEEP BANK

Several Passengers Injured on Sea-
board Florida Limited Are Resi-
dents of Washington.

MICHMOND, Va., February 17.—The
Seaboard Air Line's Florida Iimited,
No. 10, northbound at high speed, was
wrecked at Kingsland bridege, whils
running through Bellwood plantation,
at 10:20 o'clock this morning.

The engine tender jumped the track,
ripping a gap in the rails and ties
which threw four coaches down a steep
bank.

Reports from the scene state that by

a miracle no one was killed, but that
{fourteen persons were badly injured,
nthers less seriously. The injured were
sent to Richmond hospitals.

Washingtonians Hurt.

Following is a list of those
at all seriously in the wreck:

Dr, Theron Langford of Ann Arbor,
Mich., severe lacerations of the face
and bruises.

Mrs. Katreena Langford, wife of Dr
Langford. cut and bruised about the
legs, suffering from shock.

Malcolm Langford, nine-year-old son
of Dr. and Mrs. Langford, slightly
bruised about the face and lem.

Harvey L. Blanton, baggagemaster,
Richmond, cut about the head.

injured

Mrs. W. M. Collins, Cleveland, Ohio,
right arm wrenched; suffering from
shock.

David E. Drake, Newark, N. J., in-
jured about the head.

W. A. Martin, Houston, Me., severe

lacerations of the face and head and
injuries to hack.

J. E. Naylor, Washington, D. C,
juries to the left shoulder.

Benjamin Chase, Washington, D. C,
finger mashed.

Hubert Lanler, colored, New York, a
Pullman porter, lacerationsg of the head
and broken finger.

One male passenger who suffered

slight brulses was taken to the hos-
pital, where his name was refused.

I. C. C. Officers Investigating.

A. M. Ranks and Daniel F. Johnson,
inspectors for the interstate commerce
commisgsion, who were in Richmond on
other business, went this afternoon to
the scene of the wreck to investigate.
An agent of the Virginia corporation
commission already had begun an in-
quiry.

The train was in charge of Conduc-
tor L. W. Wrenn of Raleigh and En-
gineer W. J. Lowry of Richmond.

. G. Wilson of Peteraburg, one of the
first men who saw the wreck, said:

“The train seemed to be going sixty
miles an hour when the accident oc-
curred, A rail, it is said. spread and
ditched the train. The engine remained
on the track, the four following cars
were thrown off, but the remaining
cars stood up on the tracks with the
englne.

“f was on an electric car coming from
Petersburg, the two lines running closa
to each other at that point. We got
io the place aboutl three minutes after
the accident. The passengers Wwerse
still pinned in the cars and those on
the electric at once went to their res-
cue,

“Two of the cars were smashed to
pieces. They were just like so much kind-
ling wood. The others were not damaged
so greatly. Windows were smashed and
the glass and other debris was strewn all
around the wreck.

“We did our best, and finally got all in

in-

gight out of the

“When the wrecking crew there,
ahout twen minutes after wreck,
our car left Richmond."

WHTHAN BLOGKS
RO0TINDORSENENT

Action of New York Governor
Puts New Phase on Move
Favoring Former Senator.

NAMES JUSTICE HUGHES
AS CHOICE FOR PRESIDENT

Republicans in Congress Intensely
Interested in Situation Due to
New York Convention.

Republicans in Congress were in-
tensely interested today in the situ-
ation growing out of the attempted in-
dorsement for the presidency of Elihu
Root by the New York republican con-
vention, and the subsequent proposal,
which appears to be hanging fire, to
have him indorsed by three of the four
delegates at large to the national con-
vention.

Gov. Whitman has, temporarily at
least, blocked the latter proposition,
and the whole Root propaganda is ap-
parently “up in the air” for the time
being. If Gov. Whitman maintains his
present stand New York republicans
here say that the contemplated effect
of the Indorgsement of Root may be a

flash In the pan.

The first move in the game was made
before the committee on resolutions of
the state convention, when it was pro-
posed to have the convention indorame
Mr. Root for the presidential nomina-
tion. This effort was blocked by the
friends of Gov. Whitman, of Mr. Justice
Hughes and of Col. Roosevelt.

The convention chose as delegates at
large to the national econvention
United States Senator Wadaworth,
Judge Elon R. Brown, Frederick C.
Tanner and Gov. Whitman. According
to accounts of the proceedings, the
three first named delegates at large
met at the Republican Club in New
York yesterday and decided to issue a
statement expressing their indorsement
of Mr. Root.

Conference With Governor Planned.

In the absence of Gov. Whitman, who
was in Albany, it was declded, how-
ever, to postpone issuing the statement
until a conference could be had with

Gov. Whitman.

A dispatch, quoting Gov. Whitman,
from Albany to the New York Times,
published this morning, says:

“Say for me that I shall go to Chi-
cago in favor of nominating Justice
Hughes for the presidency. I was con-
vinced long ago that he was the choice

party, and I have had no reason
change my mind about it. He is the
man to t Wilson.

“If Mr. Tanner has written me ask-
ing for a corference, of course, I shail
be glad to meet him and the other
gentlemen designated as delegates at
large, either in Albany or New York.”

Puts New Phase on Move.

This balking by Gov. Whitman, in
the opinion of New Yorkers here, puts
an entirely new phase upon the move-
ment 1o indorse Mr. Root. As it is
understood here. the object in indors-
ing Mr. Hoot was to stimulate interest
in his behalf in the states which will
goon hold primary conventions for the
selection of delegates to the national
convention, and also to Kkill off senti-
ment in New York state for Roosevelt,
Hughes and Whitman.

It is generally thought by republi-
cans here that such a move would have
had the desired effect to no inconsider-
abie degree and would have resulted
in a very formidable Root presidentidl
boam.

If. however, Gov. Whitman persists
in his refusal to join his three col-
leagues in the delegation at large in
indorsing Mr. Root, and continues to
threaten to precipitate a row on the
floor of the convention, a big guestion
is raised as to the effectiveness of the
effort to bring pressure to bear upon
the primaries in favor of Mr. Root.

The action of Gov. Whitman in hold-
ing back from joining his colleagues
in the proposed Root indorsement is
explained to be his resentment of Wil-
liam Barres' part in attempting to hu-
miliate him by pledging the delegates
at large instead of leaving them un-
instructed or unpledged, thus afford-
ing a fair field at Chiago for him-
sIf or for Justice Hughes.

STRUGGLE FOR MASTERY
OF ALBANIA IS NOW ON

LONDON, February 17.—The final
struggles for the mastery of Albania
has begun, according to dispatches re-
ceived In London. The Austrians and
Bulgariana have succeeded in forming

a junction, and their combined armies
are now in contact with Essad Pasha's
army in Albania, Montenegrins and Ser-
bians which is defending Durazzo.

“BABY WEEK” IN 1,700 PLACES.

Communities Preparing to Observe
Event March 4.

More than 1,700 communities throughout
the country are preparing to observe baby
week, March 4 to 11, it was announced
today at the federmal children’'s bureau.
Many of the larger cities are included in
this number. i

Plans for a general observance of baby
week were begun by the bureau after sev-
eral municipalities had concluded success-
ful observances. The bureau announce-
ment emphasizes the opportunity baby

week will afford of extending permanent
work for infant welfare.

DAY IN CONGRESS.

! Met at noon.

| Secretary McAdoo lestified on
| the administration shipping bill
before the merchant marine com-
mittee.

Admiral Grant testified before
the naval committee on the na-
tional defense.

General debate on the post of-
fice appropriation bill resumed.

Sennte: !

Met at noon.

Went into executive session to
consider Nicaraguan and Colom-
bian treaties,

Hearings on resolution to
| vestigate sisal market begun.

Subcommittes continues hear-
inge on confirmation of Louis
7. Brandeis as associnte justice
of the Supreme Court.

Appropriations committee fa-
vors increases for clerks in‘Ll-
brary of Congress. ~

b2

of the rank and flle of the republ.iu‘.r; :

TURKS AREFL
AFTERCAPTURE OF
FRZERUM BY RUSS

Estimated That Slavs Took
100,000 Men and More
Than 1,000 Guns.

FORTRESS DEEMED VITAL .
AS A STRATEGIC CENTER

Seizure May Relieve Pressure on the
British in Mesopotamia and
Influence Persia.

LIBERATION FOR ARMENIANS

Moslem Forces Throughout Region
Are Deemed in Jeopardy—PFetro-
grad El‘lted by Great
Buccess.

LLONDON, February 17.—The
capture of Erzerum by the Rus-
sians is regarded here as a feat of
first importance, the fortress be-
ing in any campaign by Russia
against Turkey. a dominating
factor in military calculations, as
it is the key to Armenia, both
politically and from a military
standpoint. [Its retention by Rus-
sia is considered as meaning the
liberation of the long-suffering
Armenian race. The position is
regarded such a vital strategic
center that its capture, it is be-
lieved here, will relieve the pres-
sure upon the British positions in
Mesopotamia and have a pro-
found effect on the hostile ele-
ments in Persia and besides put
in jeopardy the Turkish forces
throughout Armenia.

The fall of Erzerum is caleu-
lated to facilitate the capture of
Trebizond, one week’s march
northward. and thus secure the
Turkish gateway from Asia into
Europe.

Official Announcement.

of the fall of
Grand TDuke
the empe-

Official announcement
the city was made by
Nicholas, who telegraphed
ror as follows:

“God has granted the hrave troops
of the army of the Caucasus such great
help that Erzerum has been taken,
after flve days of unprecedented as-
sault. T am inexpressibly happy to an-
nounce this victory to your imperial
majesty.”

The Russian official Messenger esti-
mates the Turkish garrison at lrze-
rum, capture of which was announced
yesterday, as 100,000 men. It is alan
estimated that more than 1,000 guns
were captured. According to report,
there were 467 guns in the uulm-"fc&l:ﬁ

374 in the central forts and

guns at Erzerum.
City Was in Flames.

The last Russian official communica-
tion gives few details of the fighting
around the fortress. In fact, it seems to
have been dispatched before the actual

capture was announced by Grand Duke
Nicholas. A part of the city was n
flames.

(3en. Judenich, the hero of this vir-
tory, made a masterly advance nnder
adverse weather conditions since the
Russians a month ago broke throuzh
the Turkish line on the Cauncasus bor-
der, pushing eighty miles throvgh the
country that previously had been con-
sidered impassable in a winter cam-
paign.- .

According to unofficial advices from
Petrograd, the Turkish army is in
flight westward in the difficult moun-
tainous reglon. The Armenian popula-
tion warmly welcomed the Itussian

=,
trﬁo‘i’g stated that the Russians had to
overcome the greatest of difficulties in
getting their heavy guns into position
for the final assault.

Petrograd Is Elated.

PETROGRAD, February 17, via Lon-
don.—The fall of Erzerum. which had
been confidently awaited =ince the
news of the taking by the Russian
forces of nine of the eighteen forts
guarding the gateway to Asia Minor. is
the cause of great elation in Petrograd,
Controlling the roads through Ar-
menia, with access to Trebizomd, Ta-
briz and Mesopotamia, the capture of
Erzerum Is calculated to have immense
strategic importance in the Russian
campaign in the Caucasus. And it will
indirectly affect the Balkan campaign
by relleving the pressure on the allies
at Salonikli.

The conviction entertained by all
Russian military observera that Erze-
rum would ultimately be forced to
capitulate was hased on the fact that
the remaining nine forts were of con-
siderably less importance than those
already in Russian hands and could be
readlly flanked or even Ignored in
forcing the evacuation of the Turkish
stronghold.

Plan of Defense Destroyed.

The taking of the first fort I8 be-
lisved to have destroyed the plan of
defense, since the impregnabllity of
Erzerum rested on the assumption of

the fortifications that the position was
safe against assault from the south.

In spite of the intense cold and deep
snow. the Russian troops took Kop
mountain by storm and dealt the Turks
the first &= gering blow. Having
driven them from this position, the
Russian artillery broke through and
flanked the other positions, which weant
like & house of cards, the rasult of the
Russian onslaught excesding all ex-
pectations.

Plentiful Supply of Munitions.
The Caucasian - campaign dﬁ-i_ud

grest benollt ﬁ-&mw na-

the German engineers who constructed -~




